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xwak̕ wa̱na
“canoe”



YOU CAN FIND
NATION

INFORMATION HERE:

Facebook 
- Updated Daily (interviews,
shout-outs, event updates &

important Community news)

We Wai Kai Nation App 
- Updated Weekly (Newsletter,
important Community news

(i.e cougar sighting)

We Wai Kai Nation Website
 - Updated Weekly

Newsletters are available here



COUGAR UPDATE
YOUNG COUGAR

was last seen July 21, 26 on Seahawk
and Falcon

PLEASE BE VIGILANT AND KEEP
SMALL PETS INSIDE

Safety Notice



THE DEADLINE TO PAY FOR
SOCKEYE IS JULY 31, 2026

 this applies ONLY if you ordered from
FSC@wewaikai.com by

July 27, 2026

requests for fish after the July 27
deadline CANNOT be accepted

Member Information 



HOW DO I PAY FOR MY
PROCESSED SOCKEYE SALMON?

There are TWO options available

1.Send your e-transfer to
receivables@wewaikai.com (type “Fish
Processing” into the subject line and
include Member Name in email)

2.Come to the Quinsam Band Office
and pay by debit/credit card

Member Information 

mailto:receivables@wewaikai.com


DID YOU KNOW: 

MEMBERSHIP IS A TWO-STEP
PROCESS?

STEP ONE: You’ve received a 623 number from
Indigenous Services Canada 

STEP TWO: Contact Gail Smith and she will send
you an application package (the deadline for adult

applications is September 11, 2026)

A vote to approve your application will be held in
November at the upcoming AGM 

Gail’s Contact Information: 
Gail.smith@wewaikai.com

250-914-1890

Membership Update



PLEASE CONTACT GAIL SMITH FOR AN APPLICATION
EMAIL: gail.smith@wewaikai.com

PHONE: 250-914-1890

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN APPLYING

Membership Update

TO THE CITIZENSHIP COMMITTEE?

DEADLINE: JULY 31, 2026



Elders’s Update



Elders’s Update



Elders’s Update



Youth Update
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Youth Update



We are now accepting
applications for 

2026-2027 books and student
supplies 

Youth/Children Update

ARE YOUR CHILDREN
IN GRADES K-12?

Status Card is Required

TO APPLY: 
email Jessica at

Jessica.burns@wewaikai.com for a
fillable form 



DID YOU KNOW? 

"BOB" THE YOUBOU ELK, PHOTOGRAPHED IN 2020 BY RYAN TIDMAN

ƛ̓̓ əwəls (Elk) Have Always Been Part of Our Territory 
You may have heard someone say that Roosevelt elk were introduced to Vancouver Island. 

It is a story that has been repeated for many years, but it does not tell the whole history. 

Archaeological evidence from within Liǧʷiɫdax̌̌  territory confirms that Roosevelt elk lived here 
long before modern wildlife management programs or colonial settlement. Their remains have
been found alongside other evidence of Indigenous occupation, reinforcing what our Elders and
oral histories have always taught: elk are not newcomers to these lands. They are part of this
place. 

So where did the confusion come from? 

Over the past two centuries, Roosevelt elk populations declined in many parts of British
Columbia due to habitat loss, overhunting, and the impacts of colonial settlement. To help
restore elk to areas where they had once lived, wildlife managers relocated animals from
healthy Vancouver Island populations to former parts of their range on the mainland and
elsewhere in the province. 

Over time, those restoration efforts led many people to believe that Roosevelt elk themselves
had been introduced to Vancouver Island. In reality, it was Vancouver Island's native elk that
helped restore populations elsewhere. 

Today, Vancouver Island remains one of the last strongholds for Roosevelt elk, home to the 
largest remaining population of these remarkable animals. For the Liǧʷiɫdax̌̌ , elk are one of the 
ongoing relationships connecting us to the land. 

As we continue learning from both archaeology and Indigenous knowledge, we are reminded
that the land holds memories that extend well beyond the colonial record. Sometimes, what
seems like a new discovery is simply another way of confirming what our ancestors already
knew. 
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IF YOU ARE A COMMUNITY
MEMBER & WANT THE

NEWSLETTER EMAILED TO
YOU, PLEASE CONTACT: 

Katie Green
Katie.Green@wewaikai.com 

or call/text 250-201-7701 
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