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We Wai Kai Directory

CHIEF & COUNCIL
Chief Ronnie Chickite   
Ronnie.chickite@wewaikai.com
Nicole Assu  |  Councillor
Nicole.assu@wewaikai.com
Jonathan Chickite  |  Councillor
Jonathan.chickite@wewaikai.com
Samantha Chickite  |  Councillor
Chickite.Samantha@wewaikai.com
Kim Duncan  |  Councillor
Kim.duncan@wewaikai.com
Cindy Inrig  |  Councillor
Cindy.inrig@wewaikai.com
Merci Lewis  |  Councillor
Merci.lewis@wewaikai.com
Cameron McArthur  |  Councillor
Cameron.mcarthur@wewaikai.com
Art Wilson  |  Councillor
Art.wilson@wewaikai.com
Jen Cooley  |  Council Executive Assistant
jen.cooley@wewaikai.com

ADMINISTRATION

Jenn Jellema  |  Executive Assistant to Executive Director
jenn.jellema@wewaikai.com
Gail Smith  |  Reception/IRA
reception@wewaikai.com; membership@wewaikai.com;
gail.smith@wewaikai.com
Courtenay Chickite  |  Cape Mudge Office Reception
capemudgefrontdesk@wewaikai.com

NATION FINANCE

Toni-Marie Lashta  |  Chief Financial Officer
toni.lashta@wewaikai.com
Kimberly Jodouin  |  Senior Accountant
kimberly.jodouin@wewaikai.com
Ian Brown | IT Manager
Ian.brown@wewaikai.com
Jami Powell  |  Accounting Clerk 1
Payables@wewaikai.com
Dallas Shepley  |  Payroll/Accounts Receivable
Payroll@wewaikai.com & Receivables@wewaikai.com

COMMUNITY SERVICES

Alissa Assu  |  Director of Community Services
Alissa.assu@wewaikai.com
Michelle Davis  |  Community Wellness Manager
Michelle.davis@wewaikai.com
Jessica Ricketts  |  Quinsam Youth Worker
Jessica.ricketts@wewaikai.com
Mahalia Matilpi  |  Community Wellness Worker
Mahalia.Matilpi@wewaikai.com
Payton Berg  |  Community Wellness Worker
payton.berg@wewaikai.com
Katrina Nelson  |  Quinsam Elders Worker
quinsam.elders@wewaikai.com
Michelle Billy  |  Social Development Manager
socialdevelopment@wewaikai.com
Melissa Petersen  |  Designated Band Representative
Melissa.petersen@wewaikai.com
Norine Bourget  |  Home Support Worker
Tara Halsey  |  Home Support Worker, Quinsam
Marcella Perrault  |  Home Support, Cape Mudge

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
Jason Wilson  |  Director, Economic Development
Jason.wilson@wewaikai.com
Simone Lamont  |  Business Operations Manager
simone.lamont@wewaikai.com
Marshall Mewha  |  CFO, Economic Development 
marshall.mewha@wewaikai.com
Markella Gionet  |  Economic Development Executive Assistant
Markella.Gionet@wewaikai.com
Jaclyne Noseworthy  |  Controller, Retail and Services 
Jaclyne.noseworthy@wewaikai.com
Tanya Huffman  |  Bookkeeper, Smoke Signals, Liquor Store, Campsite
tanya.huffman@wewaikai.com
Tammy Ordway  |  Bookkeeper, Starbucks and Engineering
Tammy.ordway@wewaikai.com

EDUCATION
Rachel West  |  Director of Education
Rachel.west@wewaikai.com
Jessica Quan |  Education Coordinator
jessica.burns@wewaikai.com
Jeannie Crivea  |  Daycare Manager
Jeannie.crivea@wewaikai.com

GUARDIANS
Shane Pollard  |  Guardian Manager
Shane.pollard@wewaikai.com
Kayla Christensen  |  Guardian Coordinator
Kayla.Christensen@wewaikai.com

Human Resources

Jane Grisley  |  Human Resources Manager
jane.grisley@wewaikai.com
Charith De Silva  |  Human Resources Coordinator
Charith.desilva@wewaikai.com

LANDS, INFRASTRUCTURE & PLANNING
Jonathan Mearns  |  Director of Lands, Infrastructure and Planning
Jonathan.mearns@wewaikai.com
Anthony Smith  |  Housing Coordinator
housing@wewaikai.com
Jason Price  |  Lands Manager
Jason.price@wewaikai.com
Murray Abercrombie  |  Public Works Manager
publicworks@wewaikai.com
Mary Hart | Emergency Coordinator
mary.hart@wewaikai.com
Patrick Grey  |  Public Works
publicworks2@wewaikai.com
Russell Avon  |  Public Works
russell.avon@wewaikai.com
Kari Sullivan  |  Property Manager
Kari.sullivan@wewaikai.com
Lori Assu  |  Hall Rentals
hallrentals@wewaikai.com
Kim Inrig  |  Security
Kim.inrig@wewaikai.com
Shaun Inrig  |  Security
Shaun.inrig@wewaikai.com

WE WAI KAI FORESTRY

Taylor Brown  |  Forestry Manager
taylor.brown@wewaikai.com
Jon Rothwell | Operations Planner
jon.rothwell@wewaikai.com
Skye Bourget  |  Forestry Operations Accountant 
skye.bourget@wewaikai.com
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CITIZENSHIP REFERENDUM
We Wai Kai Nation

Electronic Voting
A reminder that Electronic Voting will take place from Monday November
2  8:00am to Thursday November 12th 8:00pm.nd

Please note that Mail in Ballots will not be distributed.

REGISTER FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING - electronic voting is open to all
electors. To participate in electronic voting, you must pre-register by
contacting the Referendum Officer via phone or email, prior to the
deadline of 7:00pm on Saturday, October 31, 2026.

Voters will need to confirm your registry number (status card number),
date of birth and provide a unique email address (i.e., a voter cannot
use the same email address as another voter).

Once electronic voting opens, registered voters will be sent an email with a
link to the online voting platform along with specific instructions for
submitting your vote.

Jillene West, Referendum Officer
250-203-0190 
electoralofficer@wewaikai.com 



Nursery Gate Open
The Nursery Gate will be open for vehicles

Mon-Fri 7:00am-6:00pm
 to help reduce congestion at the 

Quinsam Crossing & Highway Intersection.

Please respect speed limits when driving through 
residential areas. 

Gilakas’la



All Quinsam Crossing businesses are open
to serve you during the highway

construction!

Thank you for continuing to support
our businesses.

Quinsam Crossing
is OPEN!































LIǦʷIⱢDA�ʷ RESEARCH CENTRE 

We continue to feature exciting history from the archives in our regular newsletter updates to the 
communities. While some of you may know these stories already, others might not. So, we’re pleased to
share Vol. 3, Edition 7 of Tales from the Vault. 

 Each year, when the ǧʷax̌̌ nis return to our waters, they bring with them more than food. Their return is 
part of a deep relationship between k̓̓ utəla (ku-tala– salmon) and Liǧʷiɫdax̌̌ ʷ peoples, remembered in 
stories, prayers and teachings passed down through generations. 

Around Campbell River, ǧʷax̌̌ nis return mid-September and can be found in local waters through the fall, 
into November and even later in some areas. They are often among the last to spawn each year. ¹ 

Over a century ago, Franz Boas published accounts based on material collected by George Hunt in Fort 
Rupert. These records offer a glimpse into the relationships between Liǧʷiɫdax̌̌ ʷ peoples and salmon, 
including the prayers and practices surrounding their return. One account describes the arrival of the first 
ǧʷax̌̌ nis. 

When the k̓̓ utəla arrived, the wife of a chum fisher met her husband on the beach to receive the fish. 
Before the salmon were prepared, she prayed to them. Her words were recorded by Hunt and later
translated by Boas: 

“O Supernatural-Ones! O, Swimmers! I thank you that you are willing to come to us. Don’t let your
coming be bad, for you come to be food for us. Therefore, I beg you to protect me and the one who
takes mercy on me, that we may not die without cause, Swimmers!” 

Her prayer expresses gratitude for the salmon and asks for protection for those who receive them. 

Return of the Ǧʷax̌̌ nis (gwah-nees - chum salmon)

CHUM SALMON BY ROY HENRY VICKERS, 2017 

Page 1 of 2



LIǦʷIⱢDA�ʷ RESEARCH CENTRE 

¹ City of Campbell River, Environmental Work Windows of Least Risk (2020), p. 5; Fisheries And 
Oceans Canada, Effects of Modified Hydrology on Campbell River Salmonids, p. 34. 

Dr. Deidre Cullon, Dancing Salmon: Human-Fish Relationships on The Northwest Coast (PHD 
Dissertation, University of Victoria, 2017), Especially Pp. 106–111 And 128–
130. https://dspace.library.uvic.ca/items/d6fe8d87-8335-4b33-bbff-4b4c39b1ba74

Franz Boas and George Hunt, Ethnology of The Kwakiutl, Based on Data Collected By George Hunt 
(1921), Pp. 302–304 And 609–610. 

More than a hundred years ago, a woman stood on the beach and spoke to the ǧʷax̌̌ nis as they arrived: 

“I thank you that you are willing to come to us.” 

And still, every fall, they return. 

 This respect extended beyond words and into the way the fish were handled and prepared. Practices
differed depending on whether a fish had been caught by spear or hook and line. After preparation, the
slime, blood and innards were gathered in a basket and returned to the ocean. 

Returning these remains was part of a reciprocal relationship. The k̓̓ utəla had entered the human world and 
given themselves as food, and their remains were returned so their spirits could return to their own world. 

Other recorded accounts describe the important role women played, offering prayers and greetings 
throughout the fishing season. While cleaning the k̓̓ utəla, women thanked them for returning and asked 
them to come again the following year. 

Together, these accounts reveal practices that recognized salmon as more than a source of food. The
prayers, care taken in preparing the fish, and return of their remains to the ocean reflect the responsibilities
that accompanied their arrival. 

While historical records may speak to the past, they can never replace the knowledge of our Elders. They
can, however, offer insight into the respect and gratitude that have always been central to our relationship 
with k̓̓ utəla. 

Sources 
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ARE YOU A COMMUNITY
MEMBER & WANT THE

NEWSLETTER EMAILED TO
YOU?

PLEASE CONTACT:

Gail Smith
reception@wewaikai.com

LIǦʷIⱢDA�ʷ RESEARCH CENTRE 
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	We Wai Kai Nation
	Electronic Voting
	REGISTER FOR ELECTRONIC VOTING - electronic voting is open to all electors. To participate in electronic voting, you must pre-register by contacting the Referendum Officer via phone or email, prior to the deadline of 7:00pm on Saturday, October 31, 2026.
	Jillene West, Referendum Officer



	Nursery Gate Open
	The Nursery Gate will be open for vehicles Mon-Fri 7:00am-6:00pm
	to help reduce congestion at the
	Quinsam Crossing & Highway Intersection.

	Quinsam Crossing
	is OPEN!
	We continue to feature exciting history from the archives in our regular newsletter updates to the
	communities. While some of you may know these stories already, others might not. So, we’re pleased to share Vol. 3, Edition 7 of Tales from the Vault.
	CHUM SALMON BY ROY HENRY VICKERS, 2017

	Return of the Ǧʷax̌̌nis (gwah-nees - chum salmon)
	Each year, when the ǧʷax̌̌nis return to our waters, they bring with them more than food. Their return is
	part of a deep relationship between k̓̓utəla (ku-tala– salmon) and Liǧʷiɫdax̌̌ʷ peoples, remembered in
	stories, prayers and teachings passed down through generations.
	Around Campbell River, ǧʷax̌̌nis return mid-September and can be found in local waters through the fall,
	into November and even later in some areas. They are often among the last to spawn each year. ¹
	Over a century ago, Franz Boas published accounts based on material collected by George Hunt in Fort
	Rupert. These records offer a glimpse into the relationships between Liǧʷiɫdax̌̌ʷ peoples and salmon,
	including the prayers and practices surrounding their return. One account describes the arrival of the first
	ǧʷax̌̌nis.
	When the k̓̓utəla arrived, the wife of a chum fisher met her husband on the beach to receive the fish.
	Before the salmon were prepared, she prayed to them. Her words were recorded by Hunt and later translated by Boas:
	“O Supernatural-Ones! O, Swimmers! I thank you that you are willing to come to us. Don’t let your coming be bad, for you come to be food for us. Therefore, I beg you to protect me and the one who takes mercy on me, that we may not die without cause, Swimmers!”
	Her prayer expresses gratitude for the salmon and asks for protection for those who receive them.
	This respect extended beyond words and into the way the fish were handled and prepared. Practices differed depending on whether a fish had been caught by spear or hook and line. After preparation, the slime, blood and innards were gathered in a basket and returned to the ocean.
	Returning these remains was part of a reciprocal relationship. The k̓̓utəla had entered the human world and
	given themselves as food, and their remains were returned so their spirits could return to their own world.
	Other recorded accounts describe the important role women played, offering prayers and greetings
	throughout the fishing season. While cleaning the k̓̓utəla, women thanked them for returning and asked
	them to come again the following year.
	Together, these accounts reveal practices that recognized salmon as more than a source of food. The prayers, care taken in preparing the fish, and return of their remains to the ocean reflect the responsibilities that accompanied their arrival.
	While historical records may speak to the past, they can never replace the knowledge of our Elders. They can, however, offer insight into the respect and gratitude that have always been central to our relationship
	with k̓̓utəla.
	More than a hundred years ago, a woman stood on the beach and spoke to the ǧʷax̌̌nis as they arrived:
	“I thank you that you are willing to come to us.”
	And still, every fall, they return.

	Sources
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	Oceans Canada, Effects of Modified Hydrology on Campbell River Salmonids, p. 34.
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	Franz Boas and George Hunt, Ethnology of The Kwakiutl, Based on Data Collected By George Hunt
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